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Why is this Pesach different from all other years? 

At the time of this writing Covid-19 is still sweeping across our 
country and the world, and nobody knows what tomorrow’s news 
headlines will bring. With so much changing around us, there is 
one constant that hasn’t changed; our core beliefs, our commit-
ment to mitzvos and our glorious mesorah. On the 15th day of ניסן 
Hashem took our nation out of Egypt. Just as we have done for the 
past 3331 years, we will sit at the Seder with our families and tell 
over the miracles of יציאת מצרים to our children. We will reaffirm 
our commitment to observing the mitzvos and ensure that our 
precious legacy will be passed on to the next generation.

Although teaching and learning is often challenging as we enter 
into the Pesach season, I think we can all agree that this year has 
presented a unique challenge as well as opportunity. We are so im-
pressed with the way our students and parents have risen to the 
challenge of virtual learning and kept their commitment to spiri-
tual growth strong. 

This הגדה companion is a compilation of דברי תורה written by our 
9th Grade Honors Students. With less formal instruction time, we 
made this into an independent Pesach assignment and project. 
The boys researched, compiled and wrote beautiful essays that will 
surely enhance your Pesach holiday. We are so impressed with the 
time and effort that they each put into it, and we are enormous-
ly proud of all of our students and what they have accomplished 
during this difficult time. 

Wishing you and your families a חג כשר ושמח and may we all be זוכה 
to spend Pesach together next year in ירושלים with the coming of 
.משיח

Rabbi Chaim Davidowitz
Valley Torah High School
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The Seder Plate - הקערה
By Matan Eglanov

There are many customs surrounding the Seder Night. Many 
Sephardim have the custom of waving the seder plate above our heads 
while singing part of the Haggadah, ממצרים יצאנו   What is the .בבהילו 
basis of this custom, and what does the seder plate represent when 
being passed over our heads? 

The night of Pesach is dedicated to celebrating the miracles that 
Hashem performed for us while being redeemed from מצרים, and 
beyond. The longest-lasting miracle were the ענני הכבוד, the protective 
clouds, that protected the בני ישראל while traveling for 40 years in the 
desert. To commemorate this miracle, we place the seder plate above 
our heads in order to symbolize the protection Hashem gave us with 
this holy cloud.

In addition, one of the most important mitzvot on Seder Night is to 
retell the story of יציאת מצרים to our children. With this in mind, the חז״ל 
created certain actions and activities, that are different and unusual in 
order to raise the children’s awareness that this night is indeed different 
from all other nights. The seder plate being passed over our heads is 
another way to engage the children to ask these questions.

Furthermore, the concept that mitzvot protect those who perform 
them, is greatly emphasized on the night of Pesach. When we lift the 
seder plate, which contains all of the night’s mitzvot, and pass it over 
our heads, we are attesting our belief that the mitzvot will forever 
protect us.

The Four Cups - ארבע כוסות
By Yehuda Cohentov

There is an obligation for each participant of the Seder to drink the 
כוסות  the Four Cups of Wine. Wine is considered a royal drink ,ארבע 
and one that really symbolizes being free, which is a central theme of 
the Seder. However, there are deeper reasons that connect wine to the 
miracle of Pesach. 
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One explanation is that when Hashem promised to release the Jewish 
people from slavery, Hashem used the following words to describe their 
freedom; ״והוצאתי והצלתי וגאלתי ולקחתי״ - “I shall take you”, “I shall rescue 
you”, “I shall redeem you”, “I shall bring you”. These four keywords of 
redemption are resembled in the four cups of wine we drink on Pesach. 

A second explanation comes from how the words “cup of wine” 
appeared in Pharaoh’s dream four times! The מדרש implies these four 
cups of wine refer to the Jew’s freedom from Pharaoh’s rule. Pharaoh 
had enacted four evil decrees which were slavery, the murder of all 
newborn males, the drowning of all Jewish boys in the Nile, and the 
order for the Jews to collect their own straw to make brick. 

There is another מדרש which provides a third possible explanation 
for why we drink four cups of wine on at the Seder. The מדרש tells us 
that there were four exiles that the Jews would suffer, or be destined 
to suffer from, but we will eventually be granted freedom from all of 
them. Those four were the Egyptian exile, the Babylonian exile, the 
Greek exile, and last but certainly not least, the current exile, which 
will end with the coming of Moshiach. We drink the four cups to allude 
to these exiles and express our firm belief that Hashem will redeem us 
from our current exile as well.

The Symbol of כרפס
By Nathan Siounit

 is the third step of the Pesach Seder in which all participants take כרפס
a vegetable (often celery) and dip it into salt water. Although כרפס is a 
symbol of freedom, we dip it into salt water to remind us of the bitter 
tears of slavery in Egypt. The word כרפס contains the letter ״ס״, which has 
the numerical value of sixty. The word ״פרך״, which means excruciating 
labor also has the numerical value of sixty. This symbolizes the sixty 
myriads of Jews who were enslaved.

 the tunic ,כתונת פסים to the ,כרפס finds an allusion in the word רבינו מנוח
Yaakov made for Yosef. The Gemara tells us that this sign of favoritism 
which Yaakov showed to Yosef is what caused the brothers to sell him 
to Egypt, which began the chain of events that ultimately resulted 
in the Egyptian exile. Thus, we dip the כרפס into salt water like the 
brothers dipped the Yosef ’s tunic in blood before showing it to Yaakov.
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From מגיד To Coronavirus
By Yosef Kohanbash

The main focus of the Seder night is מגיד where we recount and tell 
over the story of יציאת מצרים. Why do we say מגיד every year? Can’t we 
remember what we said last year? Why do we even say, מגיד, the past is 
the past? 

Sometimes in life there are things that we already “know” yet they need 
to be reinforced. One example of this was the חטא העגל, the sin of the 
Golden Calf. Although the Jewish people knew that it was wrong to 
worship an idol, they still ended up sinning. This example can further 
be illustrated by the zeal of people to hold Minyanim during the 
Coronavirus crisis, despite being advised against it by the great Rabbis 
of our time. Even though we all know we must listen to our sages, still 
it is easy to get caught up in things and defy them. We must always 
reinforce that which we know to be true. 

Perhaps this can explain why we say מגיד each year. Even though we 
know the story of מצרים  it is necessary for us to reinforce our ,יציאת 
core beliefs, that Hashem took us out of Egypt and performed all of 
the miracles for us. When we review and discuss יציאת מצרים it helps us 
strengthen our belief in Hashem and serve him with all of our hearts.

ארץ ישראל Next Year In – הא לחמא עניא
By Ahron Riss

During מגיד, we lift up our 3 מצות and begin with the recitation of הא 
 This is the time in our Seder where we invite any poor person .לחמא עניא
into our homes (maybe not this year because of safety issues) to join 
us in celebrating יציאת מצרים. Towards the end of the recitation we say 
 expressing our hope that next year we will be ,״לשנה הבאה בארעא דישראל״
able to celebrate Pesach in ארץ ישראל with the coming of משיח. But what 
does being in ירושלים next year have to do with inviting guests into our 
homes? 

Perhaps, the הגדה is teaching us a way for all of us to be in ירושלים next 
year. Maybe inviting a poor person to join our Seder and sharing this 
special night with someone less fortunate than us will help us finally 
achieve our freedom from גלות to be in ירושלים. If we want to truly merit 



5

to see the final גאולה we must show Hashem how we care for each other. 
We must strive and work on our מדות טובות- like helping the poor - to 
get closer to the bringing of משיח and in that merit we will be לשנה הבאה 
.בירושלים

The Four Questions
By Gabriel Tabarzia

Pesach is one of the most exciting times of the year. However, I think we 
all can agree that the days leading up to Pesach can be quite annoying! 
No eating, no being messy, cleaning the house from any חמץ etc. One 
of the highlights of Pesach is the Seder where we eat different types of 
foods and recite the story of the Exodus. At the outset of recounting 
the story we ask the נשתנה  the Four Questions. The basis of the - מה 
Four Questions is, ”Why is tonight different from all other nights?” 
We usually ask the youngest child to recite the מה נשתנה first since in 
the Torah it refers to the child asking the question. The four questions 
we ask are:

1. Why do we only eat matzah on Pesach?
2. Why do we eat מרור - bitter herbs?
3. Why do we dip our vegetables twice?
4. Why do we recline when we eat?

There are simple, yet very deep answers to these questions. For the first 
question, “Why do we eat matzah,” the simple answer is that since the 
Jewish people left Egypt in such a rush, they didn't have time to bake 
bread, so they baked matzah instead. We eat our matzah at the Seder to 
commemorate the food that the Jews ate when they left Egypt. 

The answer to the second question, “Why do we eat maror,” can be 
explained by focusing on our suffering in Egypt. The מרור which is 
bitter, is eaten to make us remember the suffering and bitterness of the 
slavery that the Jews went through in Egypt. 

The answer to the third question, “Why must we dip twice on the 
Seder Night” can be explained as follows: We dip the vegetables into 
salt water to remind us of the tears that we shed in Egypt. We dip the 
bitter herbs into חרוסת (paste made of fruit) to remind us of the cement 
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the Jews used to create the bricks. The commentaries also explain that 
dipping food is considered luxurious and an act of freedom. Since on 
the Seder Night we act like kings, we dip our food.

Last but not least, the answer to the fourth question, “Why do we 
recline when we eat,” is very simple. During ancient times reclining 
was a sign of freedom, while poor people and slaves stood while eating. 
People also wonder why we recline to our left? There are two answers 
for this question: The first one is that we usually eat with our right 
hand and when we lean to the left it allows us to eat with our right 
hand in our normal manner. The commentaries further explain that 
when we lean to our right when we eat it can block our airway so we 
should learn to our left. חג שמח!

We Would Still Be Slaves - עבדים היינו 
By Eitan Yasharpour

The Haggadah’s narrative of היינו  states, “And had Hashem not עבדים 
taken us out of Egypt, then we, our children and grandchildren would 
still be slaves to Pharaoh”. What does this mean? How can we say that 
we surely would still be enslaved to the Egyptian monarchy? There is no 
present Pharaoh in Egypt, and the Egyptian rulership of today does not 
practice slavery. Thus, how can the Haggadah say that we today would 
be enslaved if not for Hashem taking us out?

The answer is that בני ישראל would not have attained the spiritual and 
religious status of בני חורין, free men, if not for יציאת מצרים. We would 
have remained stuck in the spiritual state of being enslaved to Pharaoh. 
 עבדים servants of servants, to ,עבדים לעבדים converted us from יציאת מצרים
 marked the יציאת מצרים servants of Hashem. Rashi tells us that ,למקום
sealing of the בכורה, birthright, which Yaakov purchased from Eisav. 
This means that בני ישראל’s unique position of closeness to Hashem and 
leadership in His service was crafted by Hashem taking us out of Egypt. 
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The Four Sons and Their Meanings
By Orel Neim

Each year during our Pesach Seder, we mention the four sons and their 
what they ask. The four sons are known as the חכם - the wise son, the 
 שאינו יודע לשאול the simple son, and the - תם the wicked son, the - רשע
- the one who doesn’t know how to ask. Although all of these sons 
are asking similar and fairly simple questions, each son is answered 
differently. Rav Ari Bensoussan explains this with a novel approach. 
People generally think that each son is defined based on their title, 
however they are really just different ages, and the answers given to 
them are based on their level of understanding. The father is supposed 
to give the sons all different answers, as long as they understand the 
bigger picture, no matter the way it is. 

We can take an important lesson from this: Hashem gives everybody 
different tests and challenges. Sometimes we think our test is so hard 
when to others it seems small, or the other way around. It is all based 
on the way you look at it and our perspective. After all, all of our tests 
come down to the same purpose, to find Hashem and to realize you are 
a part of a greater story, one that may not make sense at the beginning, 
but realizing it was all worth it at the end.

Our Eternal Spark - והיא שעמדה 
By Noam Mayouhas

Near the midpoint of מגיד we raise our cup of wine and joyously sing 
 .thanking Hashem for saving our nation in every generation ,והיא שעמדה
The word ״והיא״ means “and this” (is what kept us alive), but what 
exactly was it that allowed us to merit Hashem’s constant protection? 

Every Jew has an internal spark. Our enemies have always tried to 
take away or blow out this spark. They might enslave us the same way 
that Pharaoh did, they might try to destroy us physically the same way 
Hitler did, they might try and take away our Jewish identity the same 
way that Stalin did, but they can never take away our hope in Hashem 
along and the Jewish spark inside us. By keeping the Jewish traditions 
and learning about who we are, we keep this flame alive. 
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What has been the secret to our survival? The answer to this question is 
that in Hashem’s love for us he gave us the Torah as our guidebook for 
life. Despite being exiled to the four corners of the world, the Torah has 
been our instruction manual for wherever we may be. As long as we 
stay loyal to the Torah we will continue to merit Hashem’s protection.

The Ten Plagues - עשר מכות
By Lior Mahgerefteh

When we analyze The Ten Plagues which brought Egypt to its 
destruction and פרעה to recognize the power and greatness of Hashem 
we can see some truly amazing things.

If we look at the first plague blood, we can observe that not only did all 
the water in the Nile River turn into blood for the Egyptians, but even the 
water in their vessels turned into blood. The מדרש tells us that if a Jew and 
an Egyptian would drink water from the same vessel, the water for the 
Egyptian would become blood but for the Jew it would remain as water. 
One can observe the greatness of Hashem from his plague. 

Another important idea that we learn from the first plague is the 
concept of gratitude. Hashem instructed Aharon rather than Moshe 
to hit the Nile to turn it to blood. Rashi explains, since Moshe had 
been rescued from the Nile as a baby, it wouldn't be proper for Moshe 
to go and hit it. We can take a lesson from this; if we are obligated to 
show gratitude to an inanimate river, all the more so to our fellow Jews, 
parents and Hashem for all they have given us. This idea is further 
illustrated in the next two plagues as well. 

An additional idea brought out from the 10 plagues is the concept of 
 .that Hashem rewards and punishes measure for measure ,מדה כנגד מדה
In the first plague the Egyptians were punished with the Nile River 
turning to blood, this was because the Egyptians worshipped the Nile 
River as a God. By צפרדע, frogs, the Egyptians were punished with what 
are considered from lowest of animals. By כינים, lice, the Egyptian’s felt 
the pain that they had been inflicting upon the Jews. The מדרש says 
that the Egyptians used wild animals to patrol the border of Egypt, 
therefore it was fitting that they should be punished with the plague 
of ערוב, wild beasts, and having their own security system come after 
them. The Egyptians felt superior towards all others because of the 



9

quality livestock that they raised. Therefore, it was fitting for them to 
be punished with the plague of דבר where they saw all of their cattle 
die. The plague of שחין, boils, made the Egyptians feel the pain that 
they had been inflicting upon the Jews. In the plague of ברד, hail, we see 
that even the weather turned on the Egyptians. Egyptians felt superior 
because of the great produce they grew. Therefore, it was fitting for 
them to be punished with ארבה, locusts, which destroyed all of their 
crops. The Egyptians greatly suppressed and limited the movements of 
the Jews, so by the plague of חשך, darkness, where the Egyptians were 
frozen in place, they felt the same suppression that they had brought 
upon the Jews. The Jewish people are referred to the בכור, firstborn of 
Hashem. Therefore, it was fitting for each Egyptian home to see the 
death of its first-born son for them to feel the pain that they had caused 
Hashem’s first born. 

As we see, everything that the Egyptians were plagued with was for a 
specific reason. Hashem did not just inflict them with random plagues, 
rather they got what they deserved. Hashem’s ways are just and perfect 
he rewards and punishes exactly as people deserve. 

The True Meaning of דינו
By Moshe Yasmeh

One of the highlights of the Pesach Seder is where we sing דינו. The 
word דינו literally means “it would have been enough” which seems like 
it is just another phrase, but it really has a deeper meaning. דינו lists 
many of the miracles and much of the goodness that Hashem brought 
to the Jews in מצרים, the desert and ארץ ישראל. We are expressing our 
thanks to Hashem for each and every miracle and gift and saying that 
if Hashem had only given us one of them, we would be grateful, all the 
more so for the abundance of kindness that we have received.

Nowadays people always want more than what we have, and we are 
never satisfied with the gifts that Hashem has given us. בן זומא teaches 
us in פרקי אבות: “Who is a rich man? The one who is content with what 
he has”. דינו can help us focus and appreciate all of the wonderful gifts 
Hashem has given us. Next time you have any thoughts of the meaning 
of דינו remember what it means to say we have enough.
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The Significance and Impact of One קרבן
By Yaakov Manela

Before Hashem cast the final blow against the Egyptians, He instructed 
 to set aside a healthy one-year-old sheep for 3 days and then בני ישראל
slaughter it on the night of Pesach. Then ישראל  would spread the בני 
blood on the doorposts, and afterwards they would roast it and eat it. 
The purpose of putting the blood on the doorposts was for Hashem 
to know to pass over them as He would strike the firstborns of Egypt. 
Obviously, Hashem knows who to pass over, so why would ישראל  בני 
need to paint their doorposts with blood? Also why did Hashem 
command to use blood specifically? 

The simple פשט is that those who deserved to be saved obeyed Hashem’s 
commandment and put the blood on the doorposts. Perhaps the 
reason that בני ישראל were instructed to use blood, was to show to the 
Egyptians that Hashem is the real G-d, and not a sheep. 

However, there is a deeper meaning; blood tends to be the symbol of 
impurity. By displaying it on their doorposts, the Jewish people were in 
a sense publicly admitting that they were impure. The Jews who were 
able to acknowledge and admit their sins and imperfections, were the 
ones who merited to be saved. We can take a valuable lesson from בני 
 בני .admittance ,וידוי is תשובה The first step of .תשובה in regard to ישראל
 fully admitted to Hashem that they were impure; thus displaying ישראל
 towards Hashem and that was why they merited to see Hashem’s תשובה
miracles. 

We can learn that no matter how uncomfortable it is, whether someone 
has an ego or not, to admit one’s sins, is the first step for תשובה, and 
hopefully we all take this step, which will lead us toward Moshiach.

The Importance of Eating Matzah
By Ariel Shahar

One of the most important mitzvos of Pesach and the Seder is eating 
matzah. Perhaps we can understand the significance of matzah by 
comparing it to חמץ. When bread is made, it grows and becomes bloated 
which is a symbol of selfishness and pride. Matzah on the other hand, 
stays flat, which signifies humility. This idea can also explain why the 
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Torah refers to matzah as “poor man’s bread”, for a poor person often 
lacks pride in himself, and doesn’t hold himself to be greater than 
others. Eating matzah gives us a sense of humility and shows how the 
Jews ate it in Egypt. 

We can also point out difference between חמץ and matzah when we 
analyze how they are spelled. Both words contain a ״צ״ and a ״מ״ but 
they differ in that חמץ is spelled with a ״ח״ and מצה with a ״ה״. The letters 
 are similar in their shape in that they are both open at the ״ח״ and ״ה״
bottom. This alludes to the Passuk - “Sin sits at the opening.” However, 
the ״ח״ has no opening within the letter as opposed to the ״ה״ which 
does. The opening in the letter ״ה״ symbolizes תשובה, repentance, and 
reminds us that no matter where we have been, we can always return 
to Hashem 

The Secret of מרור
By Raziel Rozehzadeh

At our Pesach Seder we are instructed to eat מרור, the bitter herbs. 
In order to understand why we eat מרור at our Seder, we must first 
understand why the Jews in Egypt were instructed to eat מרור as they 
were being set free. 

The first Seder the Jews had on the night of the 15th day of ניסן was 
conducted in מצרים. Moshe had instructed the Jewish nation to eat 
the קרבן פסח together with מצה and מרור.  Rashi explains that; “Hashem 
commanded them to eat מרור to remember that the Egyptians 
embittered their lives.” 

This explanation is difficult to understand. For people in our generation 
it makes sense to taste something bitter in order to remind us of the 
hardship that our ancestors endured, but why would the actual people 
who live through that pain, and saw their children drown in the Nile 
need to be reminded of the pain? Imagine in 1945, at the end of World 
War Two, the Russians arrived, and the Germans fled, and now you 
tell a survivor to eat bitter vegetables to remember his suffering. That 
makes no sense, no bitter vegetable is comparable to what I just went 
through!
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Perhaps we can explain this as follows: The Mitzvah to eat מרור is what 
allowed the Jewish people to be set free. When people experience pain 
they often react in any number of ways; some people repress it, others 
become defined by it. Pain that is left in your mind and never dealt 
with can eventually paralyze you. The nonstop focus on that pain can 
ruin lives and relationships. However, for the Jewish people, מרור is 
the secret to conquering pain and removing it from our minds. For 
the Jews in Egypt, eating the מרור and consciously remembering the 
pain is what allowed them to go on and rebuild our nation. מרור gave 
them the ability to live a life free of pain, and to thrive in the world 
Hashem granted them. When we eat מרור, in addition to remembering 
the suffering that the Jews endured, we also remember this lesson in 
how to deal with all difficulties that our nation has gone through. 

The פסח Sandwich
By Shai Avihod

At the Seder we are instructed to make a sandwich from matzah, מרור, 
and חרוסת. The reason we eat matzah and not normal bread is because 
the Jews did not have enough time to make bread as they were fleeing 
from Egypt, and they only had enough time to make matzah. We eat 
the bitter מרור on Pesach to remember how sad and bitter the Jews lives 
were in Egypt. 

 .date syrup ,סילן at a Sefardi house is usually made mainly from חרוסת
You can make it into a spread, jam or even חרוסת balls. The חרוסת with 
its pasty consistency reminds us of the clay the Jews used in Egypt to 
make bricks. We came together as a nation at the brick kilns of Egypt 
and making bricks in some ways remains the essence of our mission 
in life.

Why bricks? There are 2 basic materials used in construction: stones 
and bricks. Stones represent the finished material that Hashem gives 
us to build our lives; our positive מידות, the holy times and places in 
this world and objects made for us to do mitzvos. Bricks on the other 
hand, represent what is raw and unfinished in our lives; our selfish 
instincts, our מידות that need improving and our evil inclinations. In 
life we must take those bricks, and fashion and shape them towards 
serving Hashem, until they become as solid and supportive as the holy 
"stones" in our building. 
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The Hidden Meaning Behind The אפיקומן 
By Aviel Swissa

For most kids Pesach is about eating matzah, singing songs, and 
finding the highly coveted אפיקומן. The אפיקומן is considered by many to 
be the highlight of the Seder. The drama and competition of finding the 
 .keeps even the drowsiest kids awake until the end of the Seder אפיקומן
The excitement the אפיקומן brings is unmatched, but do you know the 
meaning behind the אפיקומן and its hidden secrets?

In the beginning of the Seder a piece of matzah is broken into two 
pieces. The first piece of matzah is put in front of everyone to be seen, 
symbolizing that we are incomplete and have not yet reached our full 
potential. The second piece of matzah is the אפיקומן and is hidden away 
to be found by the kids. The אפיקומן symbolizes our future growth and 
how we should desire it just like kids desire and find the אפיקומן. At the 
end of the Seder after finding the אפיקומן and returning it to the table, 
we acknowledge that our desire for growth has been complete, and we 
enjoy the fruits of our labor.

We are instructed not to taste anything after eating the אפיקומן. The 
sages derive a major lesson that can be learned from this; the אפיקומן 
being the last food, signifies that after we have desired and found the 
hidden, we don’t need anything else other than to continue to grow. If 
the joy of finding the hidden stays fixed in our minds, we will continue 
to grow as בני תורה and reach our full potential.

Eliyahu HaNavi’s Cup
 By Meir Vahedy

At the end of every Pesach Seder, right after ברכת המזון, we pour a “fifth 
cup” of wine. Although this cup is not an absolute obligation, it is a 
widely accepted custom amongst all Jews. When we pour the wine 
for this cup, it is said that Eliyahu HaNavi will appear. The Gemara 
discusses whether or not we should have this cup. Since this issue 
wasn't resolved, we pour the wine, but we don’t drink it. 

What is significant about this “fifth cup” and why has our nation 
universally embraced this tradition? We drink four cups during the 
Seder, and each cup resembles a redemption. The “fifth cup” resembles 
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the final redemption of the Jewish nation, the redemption with the 
coming of Moshiach. It is Eliyahu HaNavi’s job to reveal the Moshiach, 
and that is why this is called the cup of Eliyahu HaNavi. On the Seder 
night when we commemorate our redemption from Egypt we also 
look towards the future and final redemption.

Our Sages give another explanation for why Eliyahu HaNavi comes 
to the Seder. As we know, Eliyahu HaNavi appears at every ברית מילה. 
When Eliyahu appears at the door of our houses, he comes to testify 
that every man in the room is circumcised. The Torah tells us that only 
men that are circumcised are able to eat from the קרבן פסח. So Eliyahu 
HaNavi comes to certify that we are worthy in partaking in this most 
special mitzvah.

הלל
By Gabriel Nourollah

Towards the conclusion of the Pesach Seder we are obligated to recite 
 תוספות followed by drinking the fourth cup of wine. According to הלל
in סוכה  at the Seder just like הלל woman are obligated to recite מסכת 
men. תוספות proves this from the גמרא in פסחים  that states that מסכת 
women are obligated to drink the four cups of wine. Since women are 
obligated in the fourth cup – which goes on הלל, it must be that women 
are obligated in the recitation הלל too.

Generally, women are exempt from saying הלל on טוב  as we see יום 
from סוכות and שבועות, so why must they recite הלל at the Seder? תוספות 
explains that the הלל we recite at the Seder is different from the general 
טוב that is said on הלל  to praise Hashem הלל At the Seder we say .יום 
and thank him for the incredible miracles that he performed for us at 
 Women benefitted from those miracles just as much as the .יציאת מצרים
men, so they too are obligated to say הלל. On יום טוב however, since the 
recitation of הלל isn’t tied to a miracle, women are exempt from saying 
it.
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Why Do We Recite אחד מי יודע On Pesach?
By Oren Afrahim

The song of אחד מי יודע lists some of our beliefs and traditions. However, 
this song is not specifically focused on our exodus from Egypt, which 
is the theme of the Seder. In reality we could recite this song every day 
to strengthen our faith in Hashem, just as the thirteen principles of 
faith. What is the song’s special connection to Pesach and the Seder? 

Rabbi Eran Moshe Margaliot explains that one of the themes of the 
 is to understand and recognize that all of our wisdom comes from הגדה
Hashem and he does everything for us. It is for this reason that we are 
instructed that even a wise person must retell the story of Pesach every 
year. We end off with this song to reaffirm our belief that everything 
comes from Hashem. 

Reb Yissachar Dov of Belz brings up another explanation and compares 
the song to a rich man. The wealthy man is usually cautious about 
revealing his riches, but on rare occasions when the man has had too 
much to drink and becomes intoxicated, he cannot hold back from 
publicly revealing his wealth. So too, the Jews on the night of Pesach 
become drunk from the 4 cups of wine and can’t hold back from the 
wealth they possess. Such as Hashem, the לוחות our אבות and אמהות and 
the list goes on. Pesach is not only the day to remember the exodus, but 
it is also the day to recognize the greatness of Hashem and everything 
he does for us. We must cherish his Torah and Mitzvot like the rich 
man who cherishes his gold and silver.  

The Song of Our History - חד גדיא 
By Akiva Noble

At the conclusion of the Pesach Seder, we sing חד גדיא. The song talks of 
a goat that was purchased by a boy’s father for 2 coins. The goat is then 
eaten by a cat, the cat is then eaten by a dog, the dog is then beaten by 
a stick, the stick is then burned by a fire, which is then put out with 
water, the water is then consumed by an ox, the ox is then slaughtered 
by a butcher, the butcher is then killed by the angel of death, and the 
angel of death is then bested by Hashem.
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The Vilna Gaon explains that this song is symbolic of the struggles 
the Jews have had to face since the birth of our nation. We have had 
our ups and downs, but history has proven that any time we fall, we 
get back up again. According to the Vilna Gaon’s explanation, the goat 
is symbolic of the birthright that was awarded to Avraham, and the 2 
coins that the father paid are symbolic for the soup that Yaakov paid 
for the birth right. The cat is symbolic of the jealousy that Yaakov’s 
sons had which led them to sell Yosef. The dog represents the years in 
Egypt that the Jews had to suffer, but the stick is symbolic of Moshe’s 
staff that was used to bring forth the plagues. The fire represents the 
temptation for idolatry that hurt the Jews for centuries to come, but 
the water represents the Rabbis that eradicated idolatry toward the 
end of biblical times. The ox represents the Romans who destroyed the 
second Temple, but the butcher is יוסף  who will lead the Jews משיח בן 
to retake Israel. The angel of death then destroys משיח בן יוסף, but then 
Hashem comes with משיח בן דוד and builds the 3rd and final בית המקדש. 

This song shows how in every generation the Jews have had troubles, 
yet after every struggle we stand back up stronger than ever, and after 
all these struggles we will return to ירושלים with the coming of Mashiach. 
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