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 On January 7th (Tuesday), Val-
ley Torah High School 
will be hosting its first 
ever blood drive. Val-
ley Torah is working in 
coordination with the 
Red Cross to help with 
a nation-wide blood 
shortage. The blood 
drive will be held from 
3:00pm-9:00pm and 
will be located right on 
the Valley Torah cam-
pus, inside the Valley 
Torah lunchroom.  

     Interest among the 
VT students was higher 
than anyone had anticipated and we 
are also looking to expand the drive to 

family members as well as to the com-
munity as a whole. For those of you 
who have donated before, you are al-

ready familiar with 
the incredible warmth 
you feel when you 
know that your blood 
is being used to save 
lives. For those who 
haven’t, donating 
blood is a truly unique 
and amazing experi-
ence.  

     The Red Cross is 
equipped with a 
skilled medical staff 
and uses the latest 
technology to ensure 
your comfort through-

out the procedure. (Continued pg. 3)  

By Jacob Gurstein 

 

 Chanukah ended with a bang 
this year at Valley Torah. VT is 
an energetic place. Both 
the student body 
and the rebbeim 
know how to par-
ty. Therefore, I 
walked into the 
Beit Midrash for 
the annual Chagiga 
expecting something 
epic. Just not this epic. 

      The first thing I noticed as I walked 
in was the lighting. Streaks of color and 
lasers flashed across the room making 

the action all the more exciting. I stood 
there gawking at the unusual sight for 
a moment.  

      At that point I realized 
that I was missing in on 

the action, so I jumped 
right in. I grabbed 
someone’s hand (not 
sure who) and started 

dancing right away. 
Rabbi Samuel’s uplifting 

and dynamic melodies cre-
ated an atmosphere that was 

hard to resist. Getting into the mood 
was easy. The energy was so vibrant 
that even after the (continued pg. 2) 

By Jonathan Kiaei 



   VT Times Page 2 

     

 The stop-question-and-frisk 
program in New York City is a NYPD  
policy where officers stop and 
question thousands of random pe-
destrians and drivers and frisk them 
for weapons and other contraband 
materials. Over 600,000 people 
were stopped in 2011 alone; a ma-
jority of them were African Ameri-
can or Latino. Hundreds of people 
have appealed to Mayor Bloomberg 
to rescind the law allowing stop-
and-frisk, but their pleas have fallen 
on deaf ears, and he continues to 
fight reform by appealing the feder-
al court decision and suing the City 
Council.  

      Although it may seem counter-
intuitive, the number of homicides 
has not decreased over the years, 
despite the approximate 600% in-
crease in the use of stop-and-frisk.  

     Furthermore, despite this in-
crease, police have recovered guns 
in less than 1% of stops, a disas-
trous failure rate. Although this 
new practice has been practically 

unsuccessful in reducing homicide 
rates in the NYC area, it has created 
a greater tension between the 
community and the police. This has 
made people less likely to report 
crime, even if they were the vic-
tims.  

      The fact that most of the 
“victims” of the Bloomberg’s stop-
and-frisk program are of African 

American or Latino descent simply 
is illegal - this sort of racial profiling 
is specifically unconstitutional. For 
example, the first stop-and-frisk 
case is to be taken to court shortly. 
Yahnick Martin, 35, says that he 
was smoking a cigar and waiting for 
his wife to deliver holiday gifts 
when he was accosted by a police 
officer who claimed that he smelled 
pot. Martin was abruptly turned 
around frisked, while, unbe-
knownst to him and the officer, his 
car was stolen.  

      While there is a proper time and 
place that necessitates stop-and-
frisk, the Bloomberg administra-
tion’s excessive use hasn’t been 
demonstrated to improve safety, 
but rather, has worked to weaken 
the bonds of community. We have 
to end this unlawful violation of 
rights and become a knitted com-
munity once more. 

By Daniel Mishail 

A Chagiga To Remember 

(Continued from pg. 1)    

music stopped we didn’t stop. Con-
tinuous sparks of Al Hanissim rekin-
dled the dancing and music.  

     As we danced into our seats, the 
energy remained in the air. We 
settled down and appetizers were 
served. The murmur of conversa-
tion and excitement was evident as 
we ate. The time had come for the 
climax of the event.  

     Rabbi Semmel put together a 
Chidon like never before. Only 
those with the highest scores on an 
evaluation test taken prior to Cha-
nukah were to represent their 
grades in this halachic battle. The 

level of competition was felt 
throughout the room. 

     It started with a matchup be-
tween the 9th and 10th grades. 
Both grades cheered on their class-
mates, but the 10th grade was able 
to pull off the victory. The next 
matchup involved the 11th and 
12th grades. It seemed like a fair 
game at first, until the 12th grade 
took over. There was not a question 
asked by Rav/Host Biron that posed 
a problem for the veteran seniors. 
As we moved on to the Grand-
Matchup, there was tension in the 
air. Once again, the seniors domi-
nated with the support of their 
mighty fans.  

     After the victors had been 

crowned the main course was 
served. After each grade went 
ahead and served themselves to a 
delicious buffet they returned to 
their seats for special guest speaker 
Rabbi Shlomo Einhorn. Heartening 
words from Rabbi Einhorn awoke 
the lions as we headed into the 
raffle. 

     After an electrifying raffle and 
benching, we went back to the 
dance floor. This time we really 
gave it all we had because we knew 
that we would have to go back to 
class soon. Even though the cele-
brations may have ended there, I 
think we can all agree that this Cha-
nukah ended in a way worth re-
membering. 
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We Want to Suck your Blood 

(continued from pg. 1) 

     Because your health is our num-
ber one concern, we conduct a 
thorough interview before the do-
nation and serve refreshments 
afterward. The Red Cross is gener-
ously sponsoring kosher food and 
drinks to help anyone who donates 
regain their energy. Our goal is not 
only to collect the blood, but to 
create consistent donors by making 
the experience as enjoyable as pos-
sible. VT students will also delight 
in the valuable community service 
hours, preferred scheduling, and 
free pizza! 

     We would like to encourage any-
body eligible to donate to drive on 
over to Valley Torah on the 7th and 
make a difference.  Also,  we are 
looking for a few qualified individu-
als to help advertise and network 
for the drive. For more information 
regarding networking, contact Ja-
cob Gurstein. 

     If you are over 16 years of age, 
you can donate with parental per-
mission. If you’re over 18, you can 
donate by yourself!  

 If you are interested in do-
nating or finding out more about 
the process, you can reach Jacob 
Gurstein at 818-669-5441. Call or 
text with a preferred donation time 
to set up an appointment 
(reservations will be made on a first 
come, first serve basis). The dona-
tion process will take around an 
hour and a half to complete 
(including the interview and recov-
ery) and we greatly encourage eve-
ryone to take this wonderful oppor-
tunity to give back to the communi-
ty. Don’t forget, walk-ins are also 
welcome! 

  

     The heated rivalry between 
Shalhevet and Valley Torah con-
tinued on Saturday, Dec. 7th as 
both the JV and Varsity clashed 
on the court. Starting with the JV 
game, the Wolfpack cracked the 
Shalhevet defense with a great 
performance by Daniel Mashiach 
with 20 points, 7 rebounds, and 4 
steals. The JV celebrated their 
second win of the season, which 
brought them to 2-1 in the sea-
son.  

      With motivation from the JV 
game, the Varsity came out 
pumped and ready to beat their 
competitors. Winning the tip, Val-
ley Torah came out strong with a 
quick lead. The energy continued 
to escalate as star center Adam 
Liberman had a fast break dunk in 
the first minutes after the tip. The 
game continued to stay neck-and-
neck and the crowd’s roars seem 
to grow with each play. 

     With less thirty seconds left in 

the game, Eden Issachar made a 
free throw to extend the Wolfpack 
lead to three. Shalhevet quickly 
kicked it out in an attempt to send 
the game to overtime, but guard 
Yoni Bloch hustled over with a 
game ending block on the three-
point attempt, leaving Valley Torah 
with a three point win over 
Shalhevet.  Congratulations to the 
Wolfpack for their 43-46 win! 

      This year’s Varsity squad con-
sists of Simcha Menlo, Samuel 
Leibowitz, Ariel Han, Yoni Bloch, 
Moshe Cohen,  Eden Isachar, No-
am Nutkeiwicz, Duvid Stock, Aaron 
Loffman, Adam Liberman, Aron 
Silverman, and Alex Zinati. Togeth-
er, they made up a formidable 
force against the Firehawks. 

      The Wolfpack seek to extend 
their winning streak of 3 by one 
more as they come out to face YU-
LA on  December 23rd. Come out 
to Crespi High school to support 
the team, and let’s take home the 
win! 

By Aron Barkhordar 
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Questions, Comments, Ideas, 
Articles? 

 

Email: 

yakstone@gmail.com 

This Issue’s Riddles: 

1) What is the only whole number 
that, when spelled out, has all of its 
letters in alphabetical order? 
 
 
2) Spelling all the numbers out, be-
ginning with ONE, how high do you 
have to go before spelling a number 
with the letter A in it? 
 
 
 
3) What happened in 1961 that won’t 
happen again for over 4000 years? 
 

 

Make sure to read our next issue for 
the answers!  

 

Note: This article is meant to be used 
for comedic effect only and in no way 
represents the views of the school or 
any of its affiliates. The opinions in 
this article should not be taken seri-
ously. 

 Since Valley Torah is busy 
admitting its new students, the 
newspaper decided to compile a list 
of reasons why we love VT. Here’s a 
few of the ways that Valley Torah 
trumps other LA schools: 

1. The Newspaper–  It is our (totally 
unbiased) opinion that VT has the 
best newspaper. Being the second 
paper this year, this paper sets the 
record for most VT Newspapers pub-
lished in a year at a solid 2. 

2. The quality of our bathrooms-        
We call them bathrooms, but they 
can be more accurately described as 
ovens with one working stall. 

3. Our parsha tests-                            
‘Nuff said. 

3. More clubs than you can imagine– 
A new club is forming to create ideas 
for new clubs. 

4. The finally-approved-for-
development yard in the back of VT- 
(It was also finally approved for de-
velopment back in 2009.) 

5. The Soccer Team-                             
Oh, sorry. We mean the Soccer 
Academy. 

6. The best student body ever-           
We think you’ll agree with us on this 
one. 

By the Newspaper Staff 

The Rabbit Felt Sudoku 

Answers to last issues’ riddles: 

1) Queue-> Q                                  2) 512                         3) Pierre, South Dakota 


